
1 

PRESIDENT        VICE PRESIDENT           TREASURER       BOARD OF DIRECTORS    BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
BILL GROVES   PETER FLANAGAN      MIKE FASULO          PETER PAPPAS                 ELLIOT RANDALL 
                                                                                                    WALLY SCHAUER        LENNY TIEDWELL 
   WEBSITE WEBMASTER       NEWSLETTER EDITOR         e-mail Lenny at               CLUB FIELD MARSHALL 
           BILL LAIRSEY                  LENNY  TIEDWELL      PROPSLT @ GMAIL.COM                  BRUCE RENY 

NEXT MEETING: 

 SEP 7th 

At the Hobby Center 

PORTLAND PROPSNAPPERS Chapter #871 

OUR WEBSITE AT   http://propsnappers.org 

JUN 

2011 

 

Presidents Message 

 
Hi Everyone 

It is the beginning of May and the flying season is here. I just want to thank Bill Lairsey and Jay Wiley for repre-

senting us up to Owes Head Show back in March. I heard it was a very busy weekend up there.  

  This month is going to start out with the Float fly at Watchic Lake in Standish. Bill Reeve and I met with the 

Kawanis Club and they can't wait for us to come back. While we were there we checked out the beach and every-

thing looks good. Plenty of beach for the everyone that comes to fly or boat and the retrieval boat is still there so I 

can put our electric motor on and we will be all set. There will be lunch for the pilots that is included with the 

landing fee which is $10 a day or $15 for the weekend. Hope to see everyone there. 

  This will be the last Bullsheet and meeting until September but we will keep you informed by email so if you 

don't get e-mail please contact Lenny's e-mail at propslt@gmail.com and ask to add you to the e-mail list. All 

events through the summer will be e-mailed, and posted on our website and will be asking for help for our events 

that way too. 

  The next big event in June will be the Portland Jetport Show and our Tag open house where the public we invite 

from the jetport will be able to come and try flying our trainer. We will need help for both those events so please 

contact Frank McGuire or Wally Schauer for the Jetport show and Bill Lairsey for our TAG open house. 

Our next meeting is September 7th at 7pm BOD meeting starts at 6pm hope to see you there. 

That's all from me this month hope to see you at the field.  

See you soon 

 
Bill 

NEXT MEETING: September 7th, 2011 

7:00pm @ the Hobby Center 

mailto:propslt@gmail.com
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Sec/Treasurers Report 

 

MAY 2011 Meeting 

Members Present: 17 

Minutes: Accepted 

Treasurers Report: Accepted 
 

Board of Directors Meeting: The BOD has decided that we will not put any money into the tractor 

Bruce Reny was going to donate to the club Thanks Bruce for the offer. 

A Heavy Duty EZ-UP was purchased for the club. 

After checking several places, the BOD has decided to stay with Blow Brothers for our Porta Pottie. 

 

Committee Reports:  Novice Training starts May 5th weather permitting. Call the Hobby Center after 

3:00pm if weather is questionable. Combat Competition started May 3rd with 4 pilots competing and 

several spectators present. Peter Flanagan won the first night. Field is looking really good. The mower 

was brought out on Sunday May 7th and the field was rolled. Thanks go out to Jim Knight and Bill 

Reeve.  

 

Jetport Show:  The club will be looking for models to display for the weekend. Frank and Wally need 

help. Signup sheets are posted at the Hobby Center and the Club Flying Site. 

 

Spring Float Fly: Bill Groves and Bill Reeve met with the Kawanis Club and all is set for the weekend. 

If we can only catch a break from mother nature. 

 

Open House: Will be held on June 26th. Please let Bill Lairsey know if you can help. 

 

Old Business:  Laurie Leonard talked about name tags. See page 3. 

 

New Business: Brunswick Area Modelers have had a offer  to move their flying site to Litchfield. 

 

Please note:  The chain securing the entrance to the field should always be placed back on the post to 

give the appearance of being locked while we are at the field.  

 

Show and Tell:  Jay Wiley Super Skybolt, Wally Schauer P51 Mustang, and Jim Knight Aeronca. 

 

Bent Prop Award:  Dave Cyr for breaking his prop. 

 

Motion to adjourné..      Mike Fasulo 
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Club Name Tags 

 

At recent club meetings it was agreed that name tags might be good to wear but are not mandatory.  I have 

called a number of companies and the best deal, I believe, is from our own AMA association.  They will provide 

1 1/2 x 3 3/8 inch black plastic tags with white lettering with either a pin or magnetic catch. The magnet is 

strong and will easily hold on to a cap. 

  The AMA logo will be on the tag, your name in large letters, under that your AMA number, and PROPSNAP-

PERS CLUB. 

The tag with a pin costs $7 (to include postage) and the tag with magnetic catch is $9 (to include postage).  This 

is a bit more than I said at the last club meeting but costs are up a bit since I last inquired. 

If you wish to order: note you are in the PROPSNAPPER club, include your name clearly printed, your AMA 

number,  which tag backing you wish (pin or magnet) and mailing address. 

AMA prefers Visa or MasterCard charge card but will accept a check. 

Send order to e-mail address: stevew@modelaircraft.org or snail-mail to: 

Steve Weaver 

AMA Custom Products 

Academy of Model Aeronautics 

5161 E Memorial Drive 

Muncie, Indiana, 47302-9252 

  

Any questions, give me a call: 

Laurie Leonard, 781-2426 
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Portland Jetport Open House    

Saturday - June 11th, 2011 - 9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 

Sunday - June 12th, 2011 - 9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.         

  
We will need Volunteers to assist with:  

  

1) Set-up - Saturday - Starting at 7:00 a.m.  

  

2) Taking Down - Sunday - Starting at 3:00 p.m. 

  

3) Manning the Display Booth During Show Hours.  We would like 3-4 people there at all 

times.   

Be sure fill in the hours that you are available on the sign-up sheet . 

  

Sign-up sheets will be at the Hobby Shop and at the Flying Field starting on May 2nd.      

  

Planes, Planes, Planes   We need you to bring your planes for the display table.   

Please bring them between 7:00 a.m. - 9:00 a.m. on Saturday. 

  

Hanging Display - We have been invited to hang larger aircraft as part of our display.   

These need to be hung on Friday between 10:00 a.m. and 1:00 p.m. - before the private  

dinner that the Jetport is hosting for the guest pilots. The jetport will provide ropes  

with D rings hanging from the ceiling.  We need to provide the slings to attach our  

planes to the D rings.   

  

If you have a plane that you want to hang please contact Wally Schauer @ 839 8485 

or  wschauer1@hotmail.com  or Frank Maguire @ 774 6055 or fmaguire@maine.rr.com  

mailto:wschauer1@hotmail.com
mailto:fmaguire@maine.rr.com
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 ELECTRIC BATTERIES  ñSIMPLEò 

 

Think of electricity like water. Volts = pressure Amps = flow 

 

Volts is like pounds per square inch, psi. Says nothing about how much 

water is flowing, just how hard it is being pushed. You can have 100 psi 

with zero water flow. 

 

Amps is flow, like gallons per hour. You can have flow at low pressure and 

you can have flow at high pressure. 

 

Amp hours is how much flow can be sustained for how long. It is used as a 

way of measuring how much electricity is in the battery. Like how many 

gallons of gas in your tank. It is a capacity number. Says nothing about 

flow or pressure, it is about capacity. 

 

Amps and mili amps? We are just moving the decimal point around. 

 

1 amp (short for ampere) = 1000 miliamps (mili means 1/1000 amps) 

 

Examples 

 

So a 7 cell NIMH or NICD pack provides 8.4V (pressure). 

 

The motor will draw electricity from the pack at a certain flow rate, or 

amps. 

 

If you have a have a 650 mili amp hour pack, it can deliver a flow of .650 

amps (650 miliamps) for one hour. If you draw it out faster, it 

doesn't last as long. So your motor might pull 6.5 amps for 1/10 of an 

hour, or about 6 minutes. 

 

A 1100 mah pack has double the capacity of the 650 mah pack, so it should 

last "about" twice as long. 

 

What is C in relation to batteries? 

 

C ratings are simply a way of talking about charge and discharge rates for 

batteries. 

 

1C, = 1 time the rated mah capacity of the battery. So if you charge your 

650 mah pack at 1C, you charge it a 650 miliamps, or .650 amps. 

1C on a 1100 pack would be 1.1 amps. 

2 C on your 1100 pack would be 2.2 amps 

 

Motor batteries are often rated in Discharge C and charge C. 

 

So a 1100 mah pack (1.1 amp hour) might be rated for 10C discharge, so you 

can pull 11 amps ( flow ) without damaging the battery. 

Then it might be rated at 2C charge rate (flow), so you charge it at 2.2 

amps (2200 mah) 

 

If you have a 500 mah pack - any kind - and it is rated at 16C that means it 

can deliver 8 amps. 

If you have a 1000 mah pack - any kind - and it is rated at 8C that means it 

can deliver 8 amps. 

If you have a 1000 mah pack - any kind - and it is rated at 12C that means 

it can deliver 12 amps 
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If you have a 1500 mah pack - any kind - and it is rate at 8C that means it 

can deliver 12 amps 

If you have a 1500 mah pack - any kind - and it is rated at 20 C that means 

it can deliver 30 amps. 

If you have a 3000 mah pack - any kind - and it is rated at 10 C that means 

it can deliver 30 amps. 

 

So, if you need 12 amps you can use a pack with a higher C rating or a pack 

with a higher mah rating to get to needed amp delivery level.  

 

One last point. Motor batteries vs. receiver batteries 

 

Some batteries can sustain high discharge rates. Others can not.  

 

Those used as transmitter/receiver packs typically are made for low flow/amp 

rates while those made for motor packs can sustain higher rates. 

 

Having a 600 mah pack does not tell you if it is a motor pack that can put 

out 6 amps, or if it is a transmitter/receiver pack that would be damaged if 

you tried to pull power at 6 amps. It is enough to say that they are 

different. 

 

Clearly a motor pack could be used for a transmitter/receiver job, but a 

transmitter/receiver pack should not generally be used as a motor pack.  

 

It is best to size your battery packs so they run somewhat below their 

maximum C rating. You will stress them less and they will last longer. For 

example, if your motor needs a pack that can deliver 10 amps, getting a 1000 

mah pack that is rated for 10C ( 10 amps ) will meet the spec, but it is 

running at its limit. A 15 C rated 1000 mah pack would be better, or 

perhaps a 1300 mah 10 C pack. In either of these cases, the pack will be 

less stressed and should handle the load much better over the long term. 

 

Sizing Electric Power Systems - 

http://www.rctower.com/forum/viewtopic.php?t=622 

 

Basics: 

http://www.modelaircraft.org/mag/FTGU/Part8/index.html 

 

Lithium Batteries 

http://www.rchobbies.org/lithium_bat...eakthrough.htm 

 

New Electric Flyer FAQs 

http://www.ezonemag.com/pages/faq/a105.shtml 

A series of posts on electric power system basics 

http://www.wattflyer.com/forums/showthread.php?t=1933 

http://www.rcgroups.com/forums/showthread.php?t=417868 

 

MotoCalc 

It is a popular tool for predicting 

the proper motor, prop, battery pack for electric planes. 

http://www.motocalc.com/ 

 

The Great Electric Motor Test 

http://www.flyingmodels.org/motortest/index_e.htm 

http://www.rctower.com/forum/viewtopic.php?t=622
http://www.modelaircraft.org/mag/FTGU/Part8/index.html
http://www.rchobbies.org/lithium_bat...eakthrough.htm
http://www.ezonemag.com/pages/faq/a105.shtml
http://www.wattflyer.com/forums/showthread.php?t=1933
http://www.rcgroups.com/forums/showthread.php?t=417868
http://www.motocalc.com/
http://www.flyingmodels.org/motortest/index_e.htm
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FOR SALE 
 

$ 150.00 
 Eflite Blade CX3 RTF Helicopter 

Comes with extra blades, battery, charger, transmitter, 

tools, and training gear. 

 

Charlie Nelson @ 1-207-781-4511 


